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     FROM THE PRESIDENT  

Greetings to you all, 

I’m sure Mother Nature waits until the “Spring Season” to show us how 
many seasons it can pack into a day, a week, a month ? This 
September has been no exception, hence the disruption to our early 
season programme, with the first Men’s Club Day playing in the 
Stadium, and the annual ladies Spring Into Bowls tournament also 
cancelled. 

The closing of the stadium 
season and opening of the outdoor season was held on 
Saturday 12th September in the Club rooms, where a 
very pleasant time was enjoyed socialising, followed by 
the presentations of the Stadium competitions played. 

Normally this has been done after each fixture, and 
although this had been done in most cases, I decided it 
should be more formalised, mainly so more people can 
actually see the winners, and also to thank the many 
volunteers who organise and control all these events. 

I asked our Life Member Delma Guy to present all these 
awards and to officially open the summer season. Many    
thanks Delma for performing this for us. 
    
Master Chef Ken, with assistants Mel and 
Neil, cooked up a feast on the BBQ 
which was served with beautiful 
accompaniments provided by Kate and 
Jan and helpers.  

Derek Hope stepped up to help in the 
bar, so thanks to you all for contributing 
so much to the success of this evening. 
 
Alister and the social committee certainly 
put together a very enjoyable evening, 
although I’m not sure if Alister will make his 
way into the singing finals??  But as he said it was a good tool to quieten 
the room when wanting to make an announcement. 

Neville Harris had the new seasons programme available for distribution to 
members present.  A huge thanks to Neville for the many hours he put into 
this.  Val Ransom was number one proof reader and had a huge task on her 
hands.  Her help with this and helping Neville get this produced is really 
appreciated. 
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The Ladies Champion of Champion Fours and Triples were held in Queenstown, and  
they certainly played very well and represented our club well. 

The Fours - Val, Pauline, Judy and Gilda finished in the top four in the playoffs, and in  
the Triples, Pauline, Kate and Gina, made a very good attempt at a comeback against Hawea but 
missed out on progressing further. 

The September Board Meeting was again a very busy morning, but very productive reporting from 
meetings with the Caterers. The Bookings sub-committee has reviewed all charges, with new 
charges passed that will be implemented soon. 

The Ladies Match Committee reported their early season programme and have a great season 
organised. 

Tournament Secretary Val reported on upcoming tournaments, especially asking for good entries 
for the new locals only mixed tournament with new sponsor Matt Ecroyd of Bayleys Real Estate 
Wanaka on October 1st. 

The Greens Committee have been extremely busy with research for the new mat, and gave us an 
extensive report, plus pricing. Those chosen to work on this committee have extensive knowledge 
and expertise, so the Board feels very confident with them deciding on the final company to 
replace the present mat. 

This committee along with our Treasurer Marilyn met with C.O. Lakes Trust just hours after our 
board meeting re applying for a grant towards this project. It is hoped the new mat will be replaced 
approximately March 2021. 

Ewan Miller also reported on his responsibilities with insurance, sponsorship and awards. 
Still left on the Agenda was Peter Wilson with an overview of progress with the Strategic Plan and 
various reports from working groups. This is a very important document, so it was agreed to have a 
special meeting early next month to allow the time it deserves. 

During the last week of this month the Men’s and Ladies Singles and Pairs Centre Champion of 
Championships events are being held, so it will be too late for me to include in this months 
newsletter. 

We will certainly be wishing them well and thinking of them and following their results in person or 
via text . 

As I complete this newsletter it is snowing quite steadily. Yet another variable spring weather 
change. Let us all hope we experience more settled October weather to enjoy our bowls. 

Yours 

Gaye Beattie 
(President) 

             Thanks to Kate Norman for these photos taken on Monday 28 September 

�2



FROM BOWLS NZ 

Rest of New Zealand – Level 1 

What stays the same? 

• Key principle – if you’re sick, please do not visit your club. 
• All the extra hygiene and sanitation provisions that clubs have been implementing under 

Level 2 should remain in place. 
• Contact tracing – clubs should continue to display (and visitors continue to use) the 

government contact tracing app or continue to use the manual sign in process. 
  
What changes? 

• Physical distancing is not required (but remains a sensible precaution where practical). 
• Bowls New Zealand is no longer recommending any restriction on greens (rinks widths or 

number of players) 
  
Government will review COVID-19 alert levels again on Monday 5 October with any change in 
levels coming into effect from Wednesday 7 October. 

FROM THE BOARD 

Board Meeting 

Use of Sanitisers when Entering/Leaving the Clubhouse 

The Board has decided that sanitisers will be made available in the clubhouse, but their use by 
members is optional. 

Visitor Group Bookings - Helpers Still Wanted! 

Over the year, our club hosts a wide variety of groups, many of who come to play some 
bowls, and have something to eat, drink and socialise. Many of these are Wanaka 
businesses and organisations and it is good that they use our great facilities 

Booking Liaison Officer Marg Young has already hosted several groups and enquiries 
from other groups have been received. 

Marg Young, aided by Raewyn Robertson assemble ‘bowls help groups’, who come along 
and help our visitors enough so that they can have an enjoyable time bowling. We need 
more club members to offer to help Marg and Raewyn as ‘bowls helpers’. If she had a list of 
folk she could call on when needed it would really ease her workload. 

We are not coaching these visitors. You do not have to be an expert bowler. You just 
need patience and a good sense of humour.  

Marg or Raewyn firstly explain the basic structure and the routines of bowls and some basic 
techniques so that they can have some fun. You will only be given a small 
group to look after. 

It is not onerous and you are just there for support. You will find it fun and 
very rewarding as you help our visitors discover the wonderful game of 
bowls.  

Please consider giving a little of your time to assist as a ‘bowls helper’ in 
Marg Young’s team. If you can help please ring Marg Young 443 8463 or 
Raewyn Robertson 443 1103 
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New Bar Prices 

Please note the revised list of bar prices that now applies. 

BEER        
     $ 
JUG            10.00 
LARGE HANDLE 5.50 
SMALL HANDLE 4.00 
BIG BOTTLE  9.00 
STUBBIES   5.00  
LIGHT   5.00 

SPIRITS  2.50 
SPLITS  1.00 

 
WINE   7.00 
   5.00 

CIDER   5.00 

GINGER BEER 4.50 
GLASS JUICE 3.00 
GLASS SOFT DRINK3.00 
SMALL COKE 3.00 
JUG OF JUICE 6.00  

FROM THE MEN’S MATCH COMMITTEE 

Men’s Saturday Pennants 

From now on, for home games on Saturday, no longer will ladies be rostered to manage afternoon 
tea. Wanaka players will be rostered to be responsible for setting up/cleaning up afternoon tea.  

Please ensure that your names for Saturday Pennants are up by 5pm on Wednesdays. You can 
also text Fin (027 286 6926) if you want your name put up for any Saturday. 

Men’s Wednesday Pennants 

With the new format, you are reminded that the starting time is now 1.15pm (not 1.30pm) 

Men’s Club Championships 2020-21 

Entry sheets for the 2020-2021 Men's Championships are up on the board in the shed. 

The Fours close on 1 November and there will be three rounds played on Sunday 8th November. 

Entries for the others close on 4th October except for the junior events which close on 11th 
October. 

There is going to be a new competition the Drawn Fours to be played on Tuesday 26th January 
2021 and the entry sheet will be put up later. 

Fin McRae (Convenor) 

FROM THE WOMEN’S MATCH COMMITTEE 

Opening Day Lunch 

The season began with 33 ladies attending our opening day lunch followed by target bowls for our 
"Journeys Beginning”. 

Spring into Bowls 

Spring into Bowls the following day unfortunately had to be cancelled as the weather was very wet 
and windy.  The main sponsors for this tournament were the ladies clothing shop Sills & Co. in  
Ardmore Street. 
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Fun Spring Day 

On 23rd Sept our club "Fun Spring Day" Triples Mini 
Tournament was attended by 33 ladies and results were 
close. 

Upcoming Events 

• Our 1st Interclub is at Alexandra on 6th October followed by the 2nd interclub at Queenstown and 
Omakau on the 20th. Sheets are on the ladies notice board.  

• Championship Fours 2020/21 are on Tuesday 27th and Thursday 29th October at 
9am - 3 games. 

• On Wednesday 28th - club day - "Pink for a Day" - wear something pink (even if it is 
only a pink ribbon) and bring a donation for breast cancer. 

Val Ransom (Convenor)

COACHING 

Club coaches Peter Herbert (Ph 443 4480), Ewan Miller (Ph 265 3010), Tom Malcolm (443 
5266) and Geoff Thomas (443 2892) will be more than happy to offer coaching sessions for 
any members. If you want to arrange a coaching session please contact Peter, Ewan, Tom 
or Geoff. 

Some Reminders For Members 

As we move into the new season with Club Championships, 
Pennants and Inter-Club about to start, it is really important 
that whenever we bowl, socially or competitively, we all follow 
the code of practice that is expected of bowlers. This includes: 

• Being focused on the game in hand and following how the 
head is building up and keeping a close eye on what is 
happening 

• Being ready to bowl the moment the mat is vacated so that 
the game moves along briskly 

• Winning leads being prepared to place the mat the moment 
the result of the end is determined 

•  When determining the result of an end ‘Thirds’ should 
immediately measure if there is any doubt at all, rather than 
debating what ‘might be’ the result 

If we all follow the above practices then the game will flow 
more freely, everyone will be involved in the game at all times 
and personal enjoyment will increase. 

When our teams are playing teams from other clubs it is 
important that the Club is seen as having high standards of 
bowling etiquette. 
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                Women’s Match Committee 2020-21 
Val Ransom, Pauline Hope, Rhonda Hurley, Yvonne Gale



RESULTS 

2019-20 Men’s Club Championships Pairs 

After overnight rain the weather cleared brilliantly for this long awaited final to be played on Friday 
25 September. March - when this game should have been played, and the onset of Covid-19 
seemed a long time ago! 

For much of this game it was a bit of a see saw affair. Richie Muir and Tom Malcolm dropped the 
first end but won the next 3 ends to lead by 5-1. Don Cameron and Fin McRae then tied the game 
up 6-6 after a well crafted 4 on the 7th end. 

Richie & Tom responded likewise with a 4 on the next end and then continued to build their lead to 
17-8 after 12 ends. 

Don & Fin responded to the challenge and 
closed the gap to 18-15 with just two ends to 
go and the game was really on. On the 17th 
end with just Richie to bowl his last bowl Don & 
Fin were holding 4 and looking likely to snatch 
the lead, but - there’s always a but! Richie 
threaded his bowl through to dead draw the 
shot. A quite remarkable shot that pushed them 
out to a 19-15 lead.  

On the last end Richie and Tom bowled very 
tightly and despite some very good attempts by 
Don and Fin they won the end and ran out the 
winners by 22-15. 

It was a great game to watch and so pleasing 
to see quite a number of club members 
present.                Richie Muir and Tom Malcolm 

Richie and Tom now travel to Roxburgh on Sunday 4 October to play in the Centre Men’s Champ 
of Champs event and we wish them all the very best. 

Note: Richie Muir, Simon Nyhof and Tom Malcolm will also represent the club in the Centre Men’s 
Champ of Champs Triples that will be played on Sunday October 11 in Arrowtown. 

WBC Stadium Bowls Winners 2020  

Stadium Mixed Pairs 

Richie Muir(s), Heather Malcolm 

Stadium Mixed Triples  

Ken Allison(s), Bob Steel, Yvonne Gale, 

Stadium Mixed Fours 

Richie Muir(s), Bob Steel, Madeleine Wilson, 
Alice Turnbull                                                   

Edgewater Trophy 

Richie Muir 

Mixed Fours Tournament 
(Hebbard Trophy) 

Donald Urquhart(s), Neville Roberts, Kura 
Urquhart, Lulu Roberts 

Men’s Fours Tournament (Faulks 
Trophy) 

 Murray Finn(s), Don Cameron, Ewan Miller, 
George Cameron 

John Barton Memorial Trophy (Town v 
Village) 

Played just twice with Town the overall winners 
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Women’s Champion of Champions Centre Finals 2019-2020 

Because of Covid-19 these finals could not be played at the end of last season. 

The Fours and Triples were finally 
held at Queenstown on Saturday 
and Sunday on 19th and 20th 
September in lovely fine sunny 
conditions. 

The Fours won their first game 
against Clyde but were well 
beaten by Hawea in their second 
game. 

The Triples played Hawea who 
were again victorious in a well 
fought game that wasn’t decided 
until late in the game.                

The Women’s Singles (Marilyn Steel) and Women’s Pairs (Marilyn Steel & Kathryn Mitchell) were 
scheduled to be played at Omakau on Monday 28th and Tuesday 29th September. 

Marilyn has kindly written an account of their experiences over these two days. 

“On Monday, just as the snow flurries started in Wanaka, Bob and I made the trip to Omakau so 
that I could participate in the Singles Champion of Champion event that had been held over from 
last season. The day, as you all know, deteriorated rather badly so by the time we were half way 
through our games we had to stop because of snow.   

The decision to complete the games has been made to take place this coming Sunday.  Kathryn 
and Ken also came down as Kathryn and I were due to play the following day in the Pairs, so we 
stayed the night only to wake up to snow still on the ground.  The day was postponed to later in the 
season sometime. It was a difficult time for organisers for, as we know at this time of the year, the 
weather can do anything!” 

            Thanks to Kathryn Mitchell and Bob Steel for the above photos
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FUNCTIONS 

Closing and Opening Day 

Because of all the disruption caused by Covid-19 it was decided to combine the closing of the 
Stadium season and the opening of the 2020-21 summer season. 

A big ‘Well Done’ to the nearly 70 members and friends who attended this most enjoyable function 
on Saturday 12 September. The last time members had got together in numbers was for the Xmas 
function in December, so literally it has been a long time between drinks. 

It was particularly great to see quite a number of our good friends from the Hawea Bowling Club. 
Our two clubs support each other extremely well - long may it last. 

It was probably just as well the decision had been made not to have any bowls in the afternoon, as 
the the weather was not at all pleasant. 

The raffles were enthusiastically supported with mini ‘queue’s’ forming to buy tickets. All the 
proceeds will go towards the planned refurbishment of the bar. 

President Gaye Beattie welcomed everyone to the function and then Life Member Delma Guy 
presented trophies to those who had won events during the Stadium season. 

Two special awards were also presented: 

• The Edgewater Cup, played for on Monday nights during the Stadium season was presented to 
the winner Richie Muir. 
• The John Barton Memorial Trophy competed for between the Village and Town was won this year 
by Town although, due to Covid-19 there were only two events played. 

                  
  
           Brian McMillan receives the        Richie Muir receives the Edgewater Cup 
         John Barton Memorial Trophy 

Certificates for those who had done well in Centre events last season were also presented 
including to our winning Division 2 Saturday Pennants team. 
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To finish of we all sat down to a very tasty BBQ dinner provided by the Club. Thanks to Masterchef 
Ken Mitchell and his two slaves Neil Robertson and Mel Campbell for toiling over the hot BBQs 
and piles of sausages and meat patties. Well done guys. 

As usual our two wonderful Catering Convenors Jan Allen and Kate Norman had everything in 
place. They work tirelessly for the Club - much of it behind the scenes - and do a wonderful job for 
us all on a regular basis.  

In all, it was a very successful function and a great way to launch us into the 2020-21 summer 
season.  

 THIS AND THAT 

New Members 

This month we welcome John Barlow, Ferg Collie, Paul Matheson and Peter Hart as full 
members of the Club and we hope that they enjoy their involvement in the the Club’s 
bowling and social activities. 

A big welcome to you all. 

Hospice Fete 

This will be held at the Wanaka Bowling Club on Saturday, 28 November.  

Life Member Ron Hannam 

Long term members of the club will remember Ron and Gwen Hannam. We have received an 
email from their daughter Rowena Francis. 

Ron and Gwen were both members of the Wanaka Bowling Club for many years. Ron was made a 
Life Member for his services to the Club. 

Some years ago they shifted to the Hastings area to live. In 2015 we caught up with them both on 
Norfolk Island and, in fact, ended up playing them in the bowls tournament we were all entered in. 
We had 21 Wanaka Bowling Club members in our party and a good number knew Ron and Gwen. 

All Life Members of the Club are sent the monthly newsletter, but daughter Rowena said, that while 
they have enjoyed reading the WBC monthly newsletter, there are now very few people they know 
who are mentioned and to take their names off the mailing list. 

Ron (91) is now in Rest Home Care and Gwen is moving into a Retirement Villa. 

TIME FOR A LAUGH 

Praise and Prayers 

The Rabbi asked if anyone in the congregation would like to express 
praise for answered prayers. Suzie Silverstein stood and walked to the 
podium. She said, "I have praise. Two months ago, my husband, Mosh, 
had a terrible motorcycle accident and his scrotum was completely 
crushed. The pain was excruciating and the doctors didn't know if 
they could help him." 
 
You could hear a muffled gasp from the men in the congregation as 
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they imagine the pain that poor Mosh must have experienced. 
"Mosh was unable to hold me or the children," she went on, "and every 
move caused him terrible pain. We prayed as the doctors performed a 
delicate operation, and it turned out they were able to piece together 
the crushed remnants of Mosh's scrotum, and wrap wire around it to 
hold it in place." 
 
Again, the men in the congregation cringed and squirmed 
uncomfortably as they imagined the horrible surgery performed on 
Mosh. 
 
"Now," she announced in a quivering voice, "thank the Lord, Mosh is 
out of the hospital and the doctors say that with time, his scrotum 
should recover completely." 
 
All the men sighed with unified relief. The Rabbi rose and tentatively 
asked if anyone else had something to say. A man stood up and 
walked slowly to the podium. 
 
He said, "I'm Mosh Silverstein." The entire congregation held its 
breath. 
 
"I just want to tell my wife the word is sternum.” 

Thanks to Alison and Bruce Hebbard for this story of total anatomical confusion	

A FINAL WORD TO MEMBERS  

If you have any interesting material that we could possibly use in future newsletters please give it 
to Peter or Madeleine Wilson. You can contact us on publicity.wanakabowls@gmail.com or 
secretary.wanakabowls@gmail.com or you can see us personally at bowls or phone us on 443 
4045.
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